
 

Join us on Tuesday, October 18, 2011 @6:30PM 

Presentation:  Retirement Red Zone 
Speaker:  Keith Brennan 

                  Regional Vice-President, Prudential Annuities 

Contact Chrisler Xiong at 262-255-0833 ext 1286 
Dinner will be provided by Prudential Annuities. 

1. Know the options and outcomes 

for drawing your Social Security 

benefits.  If you are nearing retirement, be 

sure to understand your options and how you 

can maximize your Social Security benefits. Be 

clear about the tax implications of early or de-

layed benefits. 
 

2. Continue to leverage and maxi-

mize your workplace-provided pro-

grams.  If you aren't already, enroll in your work-

place-sponsored defined contribution plan --401(k), 

403(b), etc. -- if one is available. You should con-

tribute at least enough to get the full benefit of a 

sponsor match. This is not the time to "leave money 

on the table." 
 

3. Make the most of your personal 

assets.  Despite the uncertain economy, remain 

level-headed. Follow the basic principle of invest-

ment diversification, which continues to be an im-

portant element of any financial plan. Work with a 

financial professional to appropriately allocate assets 

based on age, investment objectives, risk tolerance 

and years to retirement. 

4. Assess -- and maybe reassess -- 

your retirement choices.  The current down-

turn may require you to re-examine key retirement 

choices, such as when to retire or where to live. A tax-

efficient approach to taking retirement income can play 

a big part in how long your retirement assets will last. 

Understand the financial implications of your desired 

lifestyle and consider which choices make sense for 

your personal situation. 
 

5. Seek assistance from a financial 

professional. If you donôt already work with a 
licensed financial professional, a trusted friend or peer 

can be a good source for referrals. Schedule a time to 

have a conversation with a professional who can assist 

you with your planning needs for your future retire-

ment. 
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Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more information, contact David Rispalje, a Financial Professional 

with The Prudential Insurance Company of America's Greater Wisconsin Financial Group located in 

Wauwatosa, WI. He can be reached at david.rispalje@prudential.com and (414)456-1770 Ext. 7329. 

Planning for retirement now by taking the back-to-basics approach is very impor-

tant.  In a down economy we must all take a realistic position on how different areas 

of our retirement are affected in order to help have a bright financial future. 
 

This article is not intended to provide tax or legal advice. You should seek such ad-

vice about your particular retirement goals. 

 

 
 

What do I do now?  
 

A thoughtful approach to preparing for retirement is important for all individuals, no matter 

how far off retirement might be. The Four Pillars of U.S. Retirement, a report issued by The 

Prudential Insurance Company of America in 2008, provides a framework to discuss how 

Americans can help prepare for and live in retirement.  
   

Here are five back-to-basics tips to help get your retirement plans back on track in this challenging market: 
 

  



There isnôt a better time to consider switching 
to Sentry. As a policyholder youôll: 
 

Save up to 10% in addition to Sentryôs other money-saving discounts 

Receive quality insurance protection. With a variety of coverages    
available, Sentryôs easy-to-understand policies provide insurance thatôs 

customized to fit your familyôs needs. 

 

 

Melissa Pitzen 
Consumer Products Specialist  

(262) 483-6050 

Money saving  
discounts are  

available for eligible 
FOCUS Credit Union 

members 

Mark Wildermuth 
Consumer Products Specialist  

(262) 692-3794 



 

Beat the Christmas rush and 

plan ahead this year.   

FOCUS Credit Union will be offering 

its annual Christmas loan during 

NOVEMBER and DECEMBER only.  

Donôt let Christmas creep up out of 

nowhere again this year. Be pre-

pared with a FOCUS CU Christ-

mas loan at 

 

Certain restrictions do apply stop 

in to any location for more details 

or visit us online at FOCUS-cu.com 

So as I sit down, 

quill pen in hand 

and a roll of fresh 

parchment paper, I 

wonder ñwhat 

amazing piece of 

knowledge can I 

provide to our mem-

bers to further en-

richment your finan-

cial livesò. Well, the reality is, I am just some-

one who reads stuff and finds some value 

somewhere to help our members with their 

daily battles. I think our country is tired of all 

the Washington squabbles and economistôs 

doom and gloom forecasts.  People want to be 

able to look to a future where we see excite-

ment, interest and community. As a community 

financial co-op I can tell you some of the best 

hours in our workdays are when a young person 

is buying that first car or a couple arrives with 

plans for a new home. You can make a choice 

every morning when you get up and I refuse to 

believe we canôt be part of the solution going 

forward. 

 Now, let me jump to my favorite inter-

net fun and point out some real truthsé.you did 

not win a lottery in Canada you never entered 

(hey I am from Canada and thatôs not how it 

works).  Secondly, the Nigerian Prince with all 

the oil money will not be wiring money into 

your account once you release that information 

to himélast I checked most princes rarely spam 

email all their hopeful new friends. And last but 

not least, you will neveréever get a robot call-

ing from FOCUS Credit Union telling you to 

provide information about your accounts, credit 

cards or debit cardsé.think about it.  We al-

ready have that stuff. Be safe and smart out in 

the wide world of interwebbing fun but a com-

mon sense approach always is best. 

Sign up for online bill pay form October 1 2011 

through November 30th 2011 and you will be entered 

in a raffle to win a 32 inch Sony Bravia flat screen TV.  

Visit FOCUS-CU.com for more details. 

 


